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1 00, you 5 wha hare thought f proper to ; 
intruſt me with the moſt. Hupartant Y 


Va 


of all employments, the education of your 
5 fons; this diſcourſe, which claims no other 1 
5 merit than that of ſpeaking the ſentiments ” 
3 of i its author, is 1 hope with no impropriety i EY 
: addreſſed. It 1s very neceſſary you ſhould Fo 
know the mind of him, to whom you 1 
have given o ſacred a depoſit. That there 2 
7 are numbers better Ka than myſelf for — 
was A LY 2 5 ; this 1 | 
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| i this | undertaking, * moſt readily ww 


knowledge. However, in right intentions, 
I will be inferiour to none. The moderate, 
; terms of my ſchool, and the few young 

. gentlemen 1 mean to take, will, 1 flatter 55 


myſelf, free me from the imputation of 


o EG = 7 EY —- s — 
* 1 REA 2 by a * 2 * : 3 - þ- - 5 
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; 4 pecuniary | motives. The fond with | of a 


tia te £4 146 wy 


75 father to ſee his children brought up under 


his own eye, and to have ſuch an education 
| 5 5 given th em, as may promiſe to make them . 
| uſeful in this world, and happy in an- 5 
. other, was my ſole indycement for en- : 
gaging i in a buſineſs ſo arduous, and alas! . : 
1 ſo ſeldom fatisfaQory: but with this ex- 0 

: peRation 1 chearfully exchange eaſe and 
| : _ quiet, for labour and ſollieitude. That 
* my plan may ſucceed, * muſt neceſ- ; 
curly wiſh, though to diſappointment T 

| ſhall patiently ſubmit, from the conſeiouſ- 


Nr 


5 5 peſs of reg ſ ſpared 1 no care, expence, or 


VVV 


3 


trouble, that could contribute to the i im- 


5 provement or advantage of thoſe who were 


committed to 1 0 care. 
I am, 
Ladies and Gentlemen, 


boar auh faithful, | 


. 5 ; And obedient ſe 0 i 
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A NAN mankind are ee in the noceliit ty 

A and importance of a good education. 5 
Tet it is ſurpriſing, that in a country where 
all branches of literature, all arts and r 5 
— flouriſh, ripen, and are brought to the 


fulleſt maturity, ſo little regard ſhould" ths paid po 
to a moral and religious education. We are 
all born with the ſeeds of vice and virtue. 1 
ſmould be our endeavour to ſtifle the one, and 
to unfold the other. The wiſeſt of the ancient 
nations always made the inſtruction of their 
children their firſt and chiefeſt care. The 
5 Spartans and Egyptians carried this matter to the 
| higheſt degree of perfection. The chief aim of 
the Spartans was to form Spartans. Thus, in every 
country, we ſhould endeavour to form ſuch men 
as the religion and conſtitution of the ſtate require. 
__ How different this from the common mode 
. of proceeding? The inquiry made by parents 
concerning the maſters deſigned for their 
Children, moſtly terminates in queſtions reſpefting 
the care vil take of their mw and 
= i Farming by 
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learning. This is what we call education 
Little does it deſerve the name! The ge- 
nerality of thinking men are ſo much perſuaded 
of the imperfection of it, that many have en- 
deavoured to find out a new way, True it is, 
indeed, that ſome ingenious writers have 
recommended plans, which to others ſeem 
altogether impracticable. For ſuch is the con- 
dition of human nature, that we either overſboot 
the mark, or fall ſhort of it. This, however, 
ſufficiently proves, that ſenſible men are convinced 
there are many defects in the common 
mode of education, though they may not have 
hit upon the happy method to remedy thoſe de- 
fects *. It would be a glorious reward for the moſt 
| painful and aſſiduous labours of the wiſe and 
good, to be inſtrumental, in the hands of Pro- 
vidence, in ſaving the riſing generation from 
that general licentiouſneſs, both in principle and 
practice, which in theſe degenerate days threatens 
to undermine all religion, natural as well as 
revealed, and even the very wennde of civil . 
ſociety. W . 
TY Many api mage prbang; * ad: * 9 
54 the declenſion of religion, and the prevalence Bt 


of diſſolute morals; yet no one, I apprehend, i = 


more apparent, or more pernicious, than a general! 
remiſſneſs in the great buſineſs of education, and 
mn inſtruction, - i kd 118 am I from = 
3 1 12 745 ſuppoſing 5 a 

i FEVER of no Fr more likely to anſwts this happy 2 

ere than that moſt excellent treatiſe on education 


tely 8 * Mr. Knox, of e 


1 3 1 


1 n that what ſhall be offered this day i to 
your conſideration will ſuggeſt any thing new 
on this moſt important ſubject. I ſhall only 
endeavour, with all the brevity and plainneſs 


Ils can uſe, firſt, to ſer forth the neceſſity and im- pi 
Portance of a religious and moral education, 


both to our children and our country; and in 
the ſecond place, to impreſs the performance = 
this duty on all thoſe who. have the care MN N 
1 youth intruſted to them. | ea. 


Feirſt, then, to ſer forth the neteſlity: apt im- fs 
: portance. of a right and religious education » 8 


our children and our country. | 1 
The human mind has often bY” als: 95 =P 


9 — to a tree, which, whilſt young and 


tender, is ductile to the planter's hand, and 
may be bent which way he pleaſes; but, ans 


hardened by time, no force can change 1 its form; „ 
it ever will retain that Which was at firſt given. 
Man comes into the world, like an ignorant 


5 ſtranger i into a foreign land. He muſt depend 


upon the inhabitants to guide him through it. E 
Jo turn a traveller out of the right road, or to 


direct him into a wrong one, is certainly the 
greateſt breach of hoſpitality. and humanity, 


But what is this, compared to the guilt and 


haorror of turning a human ſoul into a wrong 


path; or not directing it into a right one? 
Experience alſo, as well as nature, loudly pro» 


claims how. highly neceſſary it is to bend the 
minds of children, whilſt they are tender and 


W e whil heyy are yet ſtrangers to the 


1. 


„ * 5 


V 


wickedneſs of the inhabitants with whom they are 
to'ſojourn, Reproofs and admonitions to convert 
men from their evil ways, are the application 


of a remedy to a diſeaſe. Perhaps it may be in 


dur power, it certainly ought to be our en- 
deavour, to prevent the diſeaſe itſelf, > We muſt 
write and imprint the laws of Gov. upon the 
„ tables of our children's hearts, whilſt they are 
pet White and clean, not ſullied by any filth and 
0 pollution, and utter ſtrangers to the vices of the 
world; vices which they may poſſibly for ever 
hun, if their minds are early prepoſſeſſed by ſen= 
ttuments of virtue and goodneſs. A ſtate of 
indifference is, believe me, an ideal ſtate: if 
children are left without inſtruction, they are 
not left in a ſtate of indifference. | If the prin- 
9 ciples of piety and virtue are not inſtilled, the 
pernicious principles of crime and error will un- 
doubtedly (inſtill "themſelves, It is with the 
mind of man, as it is with the earth. If it is 
not cultivated, till it will bear; but it bears only 
noiſome and poifonous weeds; food for ſerpents 
and every deſtructive animal. And thus it is 
VMith the mind: it will afluredly produce aplen»= 
tiful harveſt of vices, unpleaſant and unprofit= 
able; whereas, had it been tilled, we ſhould have 
found it a foil rich and fruitful, capable of im- 
mortal ProduRtions, and alone e us all our 95 
„ 
2. And Sanin the "IP of hs ed 18. as 5 
1 P the duty of parents and guardians, as the 
N for the 1 wants. Can any» 


V 


T3 1 


ſuppoſe that the happineſs of man depends 


more upon the abundance of outward accommo- 


dations, than on the inward endowments and 
diſpoſitions of the mind? It is reported of 
| Crates; an ancient philoſopher, that he was wont 
to ſay, if he could get to the higheſt place in 
the city, he would lift up his voice, and cry out, 
What mean you, fellow. citizens, that ye turn 
every ſtone to ſcrape wealth together, and take 
ſo little care of your ehildren, to whom you 
muſt ſoon leave It? * Let parents {ſeriouſly 74 
conſider, which probably may moſt conduce to 
their children's laſting happineſs, mental improve- 
ments, moral diſpoſitions, and religious ſenti- 
ments; or leaving them a large fortune; a fortune 
raiſed too often at the loſs of their own peace of 
mind, and which generally proves the ruin of 
Nele offspring ; ſince thoſe perſons never can be 
1 20 expected to inpire the minds of others with a ſenſe 
of virtue and religion, who have all their lives 
atcted in contradiction to them. Vet this ſingle 
tough and anxiety of parents to amaſs immenſe 
liches for children, is called by ſome affection. 
But it diſgraces the name] and happier had it been 


for che children of ſuch fathers, if they had been left 


expoſed and deſerted; or born from the meaneſt or 
moſt obſcure parentage! It is vanity, and a ſecret 

pride of parents, which has been the deſtruction of 

2 thouſand families“. 1 do not mean to ſay that 
VVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVC 


bb. > $i vis is elfe ſelix, Deos ora, ne Fark ab; eveniat ex his, 

| - que optantur tibi. Ea non ſunt bona quz iſti in te volunt 
congeri; divitiæ, honores, imperia. Unum bonum =, 
. 12 roots vitæ een eee elt, virtus. an 8 
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*aſonable. care ought not to be taken, both of 
the bodies and minds of our children; but when 


| theſe come into competition, we know which 
1 ought to be preferred that which indeed 1 
molt generally neglected. Infuſe then into the 
minds of your youth juſt principles and amiable 
diſpoſitions, and truſt more to Providence what 
you ſhall leave them. A good man leaveth an 
Inheritance to his children's children; and the 
Soren of the ſinner is laid up for the juſt, *? ? 5 
But what moſt of all heightens the neceſſity 1 
8 800 importance of this. duty of parents to their 
Children is, that the ſtate of childhood and youth 
is the only ſeaſon for inſtruction. No other can 
"2 be found ſo ſuitable 1 in the ſucceeding: periods of wt 
life; nay, in a great degree the- different ſtages 
gt our life depend one upon another. As in: 
= fancy and childhood are ſpent, the youth behaves; 
and as our youth is paſſed, . our manhood is 
formed; and as we ſpend our maturer years, we 


go down, either with joy or forrow, to the grave, 


That there have been many who, have loſt 
the ſenſe of right principles, and others again 
wWho have got the better of an ill education, 
1 do not deny. But theſe inſtances are too 
fare to demand attention. As we ſow, we 
| ſhall: generally reap, It is no uncommon thing 


even to find men, amidſt the contagion of the 


Vorſt examples, where they ſee all that they 
were once accuſtomed to hold ſacred, treated 
with contempt; I ay, to find ſuch men recovering 

their 25 inclinations, and Ig —_ 
; | f — their 1 


46 . Prov. xili, 22. i 12 2 4 * N 5 
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whole preſent, ; ſenſe of religion is in a great 


meaſure owing to the prudent care, and Kind 


concern of ſome worthy friend, who was near 
them in their early years, and made ſerious 
impreſſions on their tender minds, of which 

they now moſt thankfully reap the benefit. Good 


principles, it is true, may be for ſome time ſup- 


preſſed; but like elaſtic bodies, although they | 
may be kept down a while by ſuperior preſſure, BY 
yet will they be continually upon the ſtruggle, till — 


their exertion has ſurmounted every weight, 


I 6cannot help remarking, if this is a true 
1 of things, that it muſt appear extraordi- 
nary, a late elegant writer“, in his celebrated 
treatiſe on education, ſhould recommend a total 
neglect of religious impreſſions. For after all, 
in my opinion, the proper queſtion OC. 

_ whether our youth ſhould be prepoſſeſſed with N 
prejudice; (ſince ſome. prejudice or other is un- 
auyoidable) but whether it is better that their 

prepoſſeſſions ſhould ariſe from the inſtruction _ 
_ perſons. of ſuperiour knowledge; or from the 
_ lawleſs motions of uncontrouled concupiſcence, Ki” 
and the predominancy of corrupt affection? 
Whether our natural ptopenſities, too ſtrong 

in themſelves, ſhould be left to gain additional + 

ſtrength by cuſtom and indulgence; or Whether 
all che force that can be given thould not be 


thrown into. the ſcale. of virtue? And if ſuch 


education is not free from error, yet . 
Jam affured, that it brings with it, can equal 
the milchicf of a general, liceatiouſnels, 3 
: | 1 B 4 = 
: * Rousseau. See drive Young Men. vol. I, 8. 1 


4 ; 


8 4 nation, but TT 5.4 88 to any Pedplet | 


(83 1 
fide" ydlith bred up without the cath and 
reffraint Te: right. notions early inſtilled into 


them. Surely the wiſdom of e del, and 
the care of parents, or 6f thoſe to whom pa- 


rental authority devolves, may generally | be 


ſuppoſed to provide much better for their wel- 
fate and! improvement, than the caſual progreſs of Ur 
unalſiſted faculties, or any other method that can 


5 de preſcribed for their own, or the common good. TY : 


Indeed, theſe arguments receive additional 


force from experience. You wilt commonly find 


thoſe unhappy young men in the higher ranks of 
| life, who have been, at too early a period, left * to 


themſelves and their own guidance, when . 


rived to a ſtate of manhood, loft to all ſenſe 


of real. virtue—ſlaves ro their vices—their minds 


_ deformed by ſelfiſh and outrageous paſſions, and 5 


their whole lives diſſipated in party cabals, ruin- 
„ play, criminal intrigues, or in expenſive, 
trivolous, or at beſt unprofitable amuſements. 4 


5 It will, in the next Place, require little pains t 33 
to 3 poble, that that young people ſhould ; 


be trained up to virtue; 1 that the ſeeds of religion 
5 ſhould be ſown betimes | in their minds, and cheriſned 


by proper encouragement. Theſe are the only 

methods that can be taken to ſupply a county 

5 with honeſt and worthy men: in this conſiſteth the 
| ſtability of kingdoms. For righteouſneſs ebalterh 5 


EE 
That this 3 Is and woll bs the ciſe at great ſchools, is 


; 9 2 be lamented. The learning hat 1s h at the 


1 loſs of virtue, is dearly bought indced. 
| 7 PROY, XIV, * 


ff due care is taken for the government and 


raffeutivn of youth, the public will ſoon ſee 
and feel the happy effects of it. When once the 

ties of religion and virtue have loſt their hold 

on the minds of the many, it is but too eaſy to 


foreſee the conſequences. Treat religion as pre- 


judice, and the notion of God's providence as 
| Inconſiſtent with the majeſty of the Deity and 
the freedom of man, and no vigilance of the 
magiſtrate will be ſufficient to reftrain the iniquity 
of multitudes inclined to do evil. The influence 
of ſuch principles is dreadful! They render 
mankind, when young, bad citizens, bad men; 
and, when old, they make them wretched: for 
fe have at that time the fatal advantage of 
having ſo far loſt the ſenſe of religion,” as s to be 
5 Free from its A 
Could you, therefore, polibiy forget . 
pribate happineſs that ariſes to your children 
from right inſtructions, public motives* plead 
ſtrongly in its favour. For what is the buſineſs of 
_ right inſtruction, bur to explain and enforce the 
immediate duties of life; to inculcate maxims 
TT to impreſs on the mind 
a veneration for all the virtues, and an equal 
horror for all the vices of humanity; but, above 
all, to recommend the fear and love of God; 
to accuſtom us to look up to him, as hb 
rewarder of all our good actions, and as the 
ben poniiltier. of our bad ones; in a word, to teach 15 
1 e e 


of honour and probity z 


5 * Snfelpern enim glos non. 1 TOR tibi ſed etiam potris: 


e 3 qui ole tibi voluptaci, ſed etiam qui 9 a 5 
. * eſſe N Lies 63. in Verr. 1 
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us to look upon this wah , only a paſſage to 
another; and that, upon our right conduct here; 
our everlaſting happineſs or miſery. muſt al- 


together depend? . Vou mult agree with me, in 
acknowledging that ſuch opinions firmly believed, : 
and conſcientiouſly attended to, would produce 
| the happieſt effects on the minds of mankind; in 
general: and particularly, they are of the ut- 
| moſt conſequence to the weaker ſex; who, from 
the want of right inſtruction and ſtrong im- 
preſſions of virtue, ſoon loſe that 1 and 
ſenſe of ſhame, which 1s at once their APRN - 
and defence. 


And laſtly, by the E teſtraint Fe; orig 
tion, children are taught the uſefulneſs and ne- 


ceſſity of labour and induſtry: and it would "Is 
2 bey uſeleſs for me to mention, how much the Eo 
5 health, the ſtrength, and the virtue of a people 
| depend upon an induſtrious courſe of life, "2% "Þ 
is wealth in peace; it is force in war. The 
ſtrength and riches, the quiet and proſperity, 
5 almoſt the being of a nation, at leaſt its wells 
being, depend upon labour and diligence. All 
ages and nations have found theſe things to be 


true. We ſhall moſt cee find chem to be 


o in our own, 


Unhappily, theſe truths want. 1 no. 3 


hs * the preſent times*; when we have but juſt ſeen 

the moſt horrible acts of unprovoked deſolation 
committed amongſt us, from the unbridled 
ee and ungovernable 1 of an idle and 


deſperate 


* This "oily was ee at the” time 1 the riots 
zin 178+, in which it was very remarkable that the greatch 
damage was done by boys © or Ty young men. 
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 Mutcreanrs, who, aſſuming the character of men 
heated with zeal for their religion, had renounced 
not only the principles of virtue, but even the 
feelings of-humanity | Who but muſt drop a tear 
over human nature, to ſee ſo many unfortunate 
youths, who, for want of the advantages of early 
culture and neceſſary reſtraint, were induced, by 
the wicked examples and plauſible ſuggeſtions 
of violent and ſavage men, to engage in actions 
which either terminated their exiſtence in the 
very moment of intoxication, or relerved tbem 
to ſuffer the legal and juſt puniſhments of their 
enormous crimes? Theſe, oh fatal ignorance, and 
ſeducing vice, are your trophies! Experience, 
5 therefore, Joins with reaſon in acknowledging 5 
the wiſdom of the prophets ſaying, All thy 
children ſhall be taught of GoD; and ber, ſhall - 
1 be the peace of thy country.“? TSS. 
I T haſten now to the laſt part of my Abou RE 
viz, to remind all thoſe who have the care of 
children intruſted to them, of the duty they owe 5 
to Gon, the children, and their country, to e A 


them a virtuous and Chriſtian education, 


The early years of youth are 8 re- 
5 Sis . by fathers and mothers, as only deſigned 
for their amuſement, but which in fact are f 
the utmoſt importance in future life. Some 
Children, through the folly or bad management of 
their parentsor Tach, have contracted faulty Mie 
1 bits of temper, before ſix years of age, that neither 
time nor | reaſon have been able to cure. Many 

: NF el oth 5 Petſone, Z 
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perſons through an injudieibus fondneſs for their 


children, indulging them in all their weak and 
dregular inelinations, on account of their child. 


8 Bbd, and the immaturity of reaſon, occaſion 
e length fach a collection of humours in the 
mind, as are never afterwards entirely to be 
Wlperſed; unleſs indeed more reſolution and 
$ood ſenſe fall to the lot of the childeen 
tan they have any right to expect. I would by 
n means recommend a perſevering contradic- 
Lion, and an undiſtinguiſhing oppoſition; but a 
5 Ready, even, eonfiſtef Bens vidur, ſhewing a 
Yeadineſs and a pleaſure to oblige them in their 
Feaſonable requeſts, and a firm reſolution to 
| 6pþdle their improper ones. Let not paſſion, 
pPeeviſmneſs, nor petulanee gain your compliance. 
For, be aſſured thoſe bad diſpofitions, which are 
Permitted, or encouraged; in young people, will, 
Vuith their increaſing years, inereaſe in ſtrength, and es 
at laſt make them burthenſome to themſelves, 
and hateful to others. In fine, preſerve, if poſſi- 
ble, ſuch an equal behaviour *, as ſhall at once de-. 
monſtrate your wiſdom and affection: thus will you 
be both loved and reverenced by your children. 


Never become, by haſty words, and outrageous | 


pPaſſions, the terror of your families. Of all the 

motives and principles of obedience, terror is 

tte worſt and meaneſt. He who has no controuil 

| bvef the mind of another, but what fear creates, 
muſt not expect to de obeyed, but when the 

7 72 thus awed is in his immediate 1 0 


The 


1 ( bo Non 1 ejus triſtis fe non diſtoluta comitas; =o 
ne inde odium, hinc contemptus oriatur. QUINT, 1. "> * 2 


. 13 1 


Phe conſequence will be, and almoſt always is, 


that thoſe who have been brought up under che 
influence of ſuch arbitrary power will be apt 
i io fly into greater extravagance and licentiouſneſs, 
for the unnatural wolence which for a time was 
put upon them; I am convinced (and my 
ideas are now conlemed! by experience) that 
terror and force ſhould never be employed, except 
1 in ſuch deſperatecaſes, where more mild and worthy = 
f — have been often tried, and tried in van“. 
5 + nn 
each dawn of reaſon in their offspring; but tas Wh 
fe are thoſe who can improve it, or who ſnatch 
Vith joy the clue that nature offers to guide them 
through the labyrinth of their confuſed ideas? 
It may be thought an eaſy thing to read tjge 
mind of a child, whoſe ſimplicity. renders him 
iscapable of concealing his ſentiments: but that 
very ſimplicity cauſes the difficulty; as children. 
from their ignorance and inattention, form wrong 
ideas of things, from what they ſee and hear. 
It ſhould: be the ſtudy of thoſe about them to 
know them perfectly, that they may ſuit their 
inſtructions to their capacities and diſpoſitions, 3 


Parents are always ready to obſerve wit 


1 a the one, and ene yo other. z 


Ch * Pudore & Wan en retinere, 
_  ____ Satius eſſe credo quam metu. 
| Dieit Pater quidam E Terentiom, | 


45 Nemo adeo ferus eſt, ut non miteſcere poſlit, 
25 81 modo culture paticntcm, commodet aurem. 


Ho. L. 17. 1. 5 


The bag of frame WY en 1s enough to keep 


Ä itſelf in order without corporal puniſhment, much 
1 more do train che minds of e and innocent children, 
| SPECT, vol. U. p. 78. pl. 


kak. 1 CY 7 


1 4 1 
As to the various methods of treati ng 
Arent tempers, and of educating them for the 


different ſtations of life; it opens ſo vaſt a field. 
that I dare not enter into it: parents muſt = 


judge for themſelves. But one thing I entreat 


7 "Sion to conſider, that they are educating Brings 
deſtined for immortality; and that however flat= - 
5 tering the proſpect may be of ſeeing chem great 
Ain this world, the only thing that can yield tem 
ſolid ſatisfaction at the laſt, will be the hopes of 
ſeeing them bleſſed in the next; to which, under 
the providence of Gop, nothing can ſo much 
contribute as a pious education. I mean, at te 
ſame time, a rational one, one that ſhall teach 
them to love Gop on right motives, to regard 
him, not only as their creator and judge, but to 
reverence. him as their benefactor, as, their beſh 
and trueſt friend; to conſider him as a Being 
infinitely ſuperiour to any earthly power; and as 
the conſtant witneſs of their thoughts and actions. 
Children may be early taught to know thus 
much of their Creator. This, and the moral 1 
duties of juſtice and ſincerity, can never be 
too ſoon, or too frequently, impreſſed upon 
their minds. The great precept of morality, 
given to us by our Saviour, that we ſhould ay 
unto others as we would they ſhould do unto 
us, is level to the capacity of the moſt tender 
age; and is alone ſufficient to reach them to be . 
. 1 and generous. er 


The very extraordinary CELTS 3 


13 T abferved in moſt children to lie and 
CCC | deceive, : 


” kind) 


La] 


deceive, is, in my opinion, chiefly owing to thoſe 
about them. They are perhaps puniſhed for 
; falſchood ; but they obſerve, that the very 
perſons who puniſh them are at times [guilty 
of the ſame fault. What can they infer from 
| thence, but that the crime conſiſts not in hav- 
ing falſified the truth, but in being found out? 
Children are very obſerving, and fail not to draw 
inferences from every thing they ſee done by thoſe 
about them; and if they hear their friends praiſing 
in one company the perſon or actions they con- 
demned in another; ſtriving to over-reach: and 
deceive thoſe with whom they have connections; 


is it to be wondered at, that they become cunning 


and crafty? If, therefore, you will not be 
virtuous and honeſt for your own ſakes “, be ſo for 
the ſake of thoſe who are dearer to you perhaps 
than yourſelves. | Your example may be better 
to them than the largeſt eſtate. Lou bai] 5 
leave them an ample inheritance, if you 

teach them to be true, faithful, and r » 

| Sincerity is the nobleſt and beſt of NG; N 
if that be wanting, there will ſcarcely temain 
1 thing truly 8 and valuable. To be 


Aceceitful and Wente, is to be all that is 


5 e a xTpank and i ingenuous demeanour. 


: of parents to their children, 


I + Pater nullum -clarius poteſt relinquere . 
ui, quam fi filium relinquat effigiem morum ſuorum, 
1 _m_ 9 E Is. Cie, Phil, 9. n. 12. 8 : 


Aehinge; therefore, encourage. . . 7 "4 
in young people an honeſt heart, a plain and open 


e one 1 ” 
-* Seean "excilleiit enn oF; Dr. Ogden's 65 on the duty | 5 


SY 
In che laſt place, let me particularly guard you 
againſt a fault, that moſt of us who are parents 


naturally fall into. I mean that of ſtirring up 


and ambition, from glory, envy, and a deſire of 


diſtinction, that they may excel others, and 


ine in the eyes of the world. For who will ſay f 


that a love of Gop, a deſire of pleaſing him, a 
love of our neighbour, and a love of truth, of 


| reaſon, and virtue, a contemplation of exernity Gor 
2 the rewards of piety, will not animate us 
actions truly laudable in themſclyes, and i in —- 


heir effects beneficial to ſociet 7? . 
Some perſons may poſſibly be ſurpriſed, age 1 8 
have ſaid nothing of the manner in which a child 
could be brought to the knowledge of his Sa- 


viour. It is my opinion, that this ſhould not = 
be done too ſoon, but deferred till ſuch time _ 
the child has conceived a very lively idea = 


the infinite diſtance between God and man; 
and i in ſome meaſure become ſenſible of the de- 
pravity of his nature, and the need he has of a 
mediator. Let him then be taught to reverence 


the ſcriptures, as the word of God; and there 
learn the myſtery of his redemption. he 
proper method of giving theſe inſtructions would 
take more time to explain, than a diſcourſe f 


this nature will permit. I can only ſay, that happy 
are thoſe young people, who are under the care of "0 
parents or inſtructors able and deſirous of forming, 


training, and practiſing them in ſuch a ws 3 


S ne 2. the . W the ns rules, = 


and 5 3 


1 

| and the * doctrines of Chriſtianey * 
rea ph 
To Glide 5 | Jets me eee to you, > 
my brethren, above all things to ſet good 
examples to your children “n. Do you wiſh 
they ſhould fear Gop, and love their neighbours? 


Let them fee that theſe motives actuate Sor 


own conduct, by your conſtant and regular de- 
votion, both at church and in your family; by 
your charity to the poor, and the good offices 
you do to every one about you, Teach them 


to be forgiving, by being yourſelf ready "4 


forgive thoſe Who have injured you. A 
them to reverence truth, by your own ſtrict 
8 attachment to id Be yourſelves juſt, if you 


wiſh your children to be juſt, In ſhort, expect 8 


no virtue in them which they do not find in you. 


| They judge from what they ſee; and ſhould your _ 


| advice to them be perfect, ſo long as your be- 


= haviour ! is not ſo, it will avail but little. They oo 

wiuocll think that the truths you teach them are but 

1 ſlightly grounded, if they have no influence upon 
your own lives. Let me beſeech you then, . 


you value the future welfare of your children, 
do ſet a guard upon your actions: let no appear- 


5 ance ot evil overthrow the good effect, which your of 


care and affection might otherwiſe produce. It 


Was given as a part of the character of one of the 
boa men in the Old Teſtament“, that be 


„ wo 
25 Adoleſcentium 3 non tam juvant quæ bins dicta 


5 | Cunt, quam inficiunt quz peſſime; multo magis fi Pra. Es | 
ſunt quæ deteriora funt. A. GEIL L. I. 12. c. 2. | 


45  Dilcanthze miſeri, antequam ſciant eſſe vitia, Qurer. 
0 1 ee 


ton 


would aid his children and his houſehold 
after him, that they ſhould keep: the way of the 
Lon p, to do juſtice” and judgement. - What 
ſhould we nor then expect from Chriſtian parents, 
who in baptiſm have ſolemnly enrolled the names 


—” of their children in the regiſter of Chriſt's 


diſciples, and who have the command of an 1 


apoſtle to bring them up in the nurture and 


5 admonition of the Lord Shall ſuch take 


no pains to furniſh their offspring with " 7 


lamp to guide them, and a ſtaff to ſupport s: 

them, through the wilderneſs into Which 
they themſelves have brought them? If 
Chriſtians are wholly negligent and remiſs 5 

in the diſcharge of this important truſt, they 


entail the curſe of their own broken vows both 1 


85 upon themſelves and their children. Oh ! may 
none here preſent ever feel that moſt bitter of all 


reflections, that it was the want of our early care 


| - of them, and the bad examples we let them,  Y 
our miſplaced indulgence, which led the way to 


our children's ruin and miſery! No proſpe&t of 
"wealth, no accumulation of honours, can make them : 


amends, if it be owing to us that their names are 


not found written in the book of life. And, on 
the other hand, let us reflect on the joy we ſhall = 


have, when, through the merits of our Saviour, we 


8 approach the throne of glory, and can with humble 


confidence thankfully preſent our children, and 
ſay, „ Behold, Lord, of thoſe whom thou haſt 

A given me I have loſt none!” HY 
1 Ern. vi. 4. . 
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